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A poor Brahmin was walking through a
forest to another village for a prayer
ritual. On the way, he saw a tiger
trapped in a cage. The tiger saw him

and begged, “Oh kind man, please let
me out! If you free me, you will get
great merit.”’

The Brahmin felt sorry for the tiger
because people in those days were very
honest and kind. So he opened the
cage.

As soon as the tiger came out, it said,
“I’ve been starving in this cage for three
days. I’m so hungry that | can’t see
straight. I’m going to eat you right now,”
and opened its big mouth.

The Brahmin started crying. He said,




“How can you harm the person who
helped you? That is wrong. You will get
terrible sin for this.”

But the tiger said, “l don’t care about sin
or merit. | just want to survive,” and
moved closer to attack him.

At that moment, a fox came by and
asked, “What is all this noise?” The
Brahmin, still crying, explained
everything that had happened.

Hearing the Brahmin’s story, the fox
burst into laughter.

The Brahmin got angry and said, “This is
a matter of life and death for me. Do you
find it funny?”

The fox replied, “Really, priest? You
expect me to believe such a story? I’m a
fox, not a fool.

There’s a saying: better a drunkard than
a liar! Your story sounds like a lie.”

The Brahmin became even more upset.
“l recite the Vedas. My tongue never
speaks lies. If | am lying, | will cut off
my tongue! Ask the tiger itself whether
| am telling the truth.”

The tiger immediately said, “Yes, yes,
what he said is true.”

The fox laughed even harder. “So both
of you are trying to make a fool out of
me? How can such a big tiger fit in such
a small cage? You should at least make
up a believable story!”

The tiger grew angry. “If you don’t
believe it, | will show you. Look!” and it
went back inside the cage.



The fox quickly shut the cage door and
said, “Was this how the door closed?”
The tiger said, “Yes.”

Then the fox slid the latch and asked,
“And was this how the latch was locked?”
The tiger again said, “Yes, yes.”

The fox said, “Ah, now | believe both of
you were telling the truth,” and then
turned to the Brahmin and said, “Priest,
you may go now and have your meal in
peace.”

The tiger roared, “Hey! Let me out! Let me
out!”

But the fox and the Brahmin walked
away, each going their own way.

“The moral of the story is to help
wisely.”



